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By Wade Roush December 27, 2018

Just because we have choices about technol
choose well. Walking in my neighborhood in East Cambridge one day, |
stumbled across an obscure plaque put up by the Cambridge Historical Com-
mission more than 40 years ago. | was astonished to learn that Cambridge had
been home to one of the wor | @& o6asexperimeattdl mono
track in place from 1884 to 1894.
I t was envisioned as the prototype for a regional rapid transit system that
would have made Boston into a kind of steampunk utopia. The city would
have been criss -crossed by marvelous tubular trains that looked like they were
designed by Captain Nemo. But we never got that version of Boston, because
in 1887, the East Cambridge monorail project got abruptly derailed. At any
given moment in history, we humans have multiple futures to choose from. But
the decisions we make can be messy, undemocratic, driven by greed and self -
interest, and even downright corrupt. And so it was with the Cambridge mono-
rail.
Unl i ke subways, monorails dondét require e
Because they have a relatively narrow footprint, monorails that glide
above the streets dondt block the sun as m
Most monorails use rubber tires instead of steel wheels, giving them enough
traction to accelerate and brake quickly.
need to leave as much space between trains d which, in turn, means they can
carry more passengers per hour than
- |traditional light -rail lines.
3 ambridgebs brief exp
£ monorail began at what is now 225
% |[Monsignor OO0Brien High
' ' lfour - story factory owned by the Supe-
i || rior Nut Company stands today. But in
| 1884, the address was 225 Bridge

il vated Railway Company. This is where
4 an inventor named Josiah Vincent
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ccording to copious diagrams and maps in a book he published in 1887, a shed on the

Cambridge site sheltered a steam locomotive, a tender, and a passenger car, all built
using an unusual tubular design and tilted wheels. A single iron track exited the shed,
turned left in a tight half circle, and went back past the shed. The track went along at
ground level for about 300 feet and then climbed up to a section built on posts 14 feet
above the ground. This elevated section curved to the left again and crossed over Bridge

Street, leaving plenty of room below for traffic and horse -drawn streetcars. The track
stopped on the other side of Bridge Street, above
Inn.

I\/I eigs had grown up in Nashville, and worked as an apprentice engineer on the Memphis
and Charlestown Railroad. When the Civil War came he joined the Union Army and led

a light artillery division. After an injury forced him to resign, he spent the rest of the war de-
veloping his skills as a tinkerer. He ended up in Boston in the 1870s.

hen he looked at Boston streets in that era, he saw a chaotic tangle of horse -drawn

carriages, horse -dr awn streetcars, and pedestdrawrastreet 0 Al
cars funneled into Boston in a hub and spoke syst
Commi ssion executive director Charlie Sullivan, d
there. o Sullivan, who wrote the commemorative pl a
who knows anything about the Meigs monorail system.
M eigs imagined a network of steam -powered trains sailing overhead, 15 or 20 feet above

the street. He knew that railway companies in New York were already building elevated

lines in Manhattan. But the idea there was to put standard dual -track railways up on stilts,

where they threw smoke and shadow over the streets below.

Mei gs wanted to build an elevated r
terfere with what he repeatedly ca

track on a single line of posts that would run down the center of a street.
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All pictures are in the public domain.

To be continued in February Issue of the MRHS Mainline
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Picture on the left is a sketch of the cross
section of the passenger car taken from the
book & The Meigs Railway, by Joe Meigs
© 1887

The picture below is the Plaque which the
author found on his walk in East Cambridge

— -———— —

T CAMBRIDGE The great furniture making tradition was carried on
until the 1970's in the old Geldowsky factory by
Irving and Casson - A. H. Davenport Company, whose
2 oL - x-; can still be «'on on the surviving buildings.
e firm was world famous for quality. Their work
ll‘dll.w included the des nd manufacture of furnishings
for such varied buildings as Trinity Church in Boston,
The White House in Washington, Iolani Palace in
Honolulu and the United Nations Headquarters in

GLASSMAKING Haw Yotk Cuy.
GREATEST OF THE MANY INDUSTRIES which have MEAT PACKING
d in East Cambridge was the New England ANOTHER MAJOR INDUSTRY was J. P. Squire’s
Glass C From its begi in 1814 until meat packing plant on Gore Street, the last buildings
long after its closing due to a strike in 1888, it dominated of which dlll?pclrcd in the great fire on Easter Day,
the town, its huge buildings lining the shore of the 1963. Squire’s pioneered in refrigerating s, using
Miller's River, its smoke & taller than Bunker Hill ice blofh cut from Fresh Pond, The company built
Monument. Its flint glass, cut and polished to per- Squire’'s Court, a massive apartment block to house
fection by hundreds of skilled L R e many of its workers. Atits peak, J. P. Squire’s
and sought after the world over. The company’s employed more than a thousand people.
glassmaking genius, William Leigh dto of other ind have come and gone in East
its d fall, h by i g lime glass, a fine Cambridge, among them the Bay State Glass Company,
product which could be more cheaply made in the the American Net and Wire Company, and makers of
mid-west. such di prod as candy, den barrels
FURNITURE MAKING Sadwonp:
THE GLASS INDUSTRY WAS REPLACED by furniture ~ EXPERIMENTAL MONORAIL
making, a business which also required highly skilled In 1886, an 1 el d railroad using only
Geld ky's f factory d a single rail was builtin East Cambridge as a demon-

great b of ¥ d ! , finish and It on an oval track above what is

Py who prod 4 tor hand-made and now the Msgr. O'Brien Highway and was considered to
some machine-made furniture in a group of buildi bea The design by J h V.
which filled the entire block bounded by First, Otis, Meigs was not accepted by the Boston street railway
S dand Th dike S The Geld, ky plant s, however, and Boston's elevated rapid

hased by the A. H. D C

was ystem was bullt in the conventional manner.
famed for the type of sofa which still bears its name.
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Stories from Jim

ello everyone. As a way of introduction, my name is Jim Rushcamp . I live in Jenison
(the Grand Rapids area) so | am unable to attend a lot of the meetings. | am also the
model railroad department head at Riders Hobby Shop in Grand Rapids where | took a job
after retiring from the U.S. Postal Service after 33 years. Prior to that | attended Muskegon
Community College and Western Michigan University. Before that | served as a cryptologic
technician with the U.S. Navy for eight years. | have been a friend of Allen Anderson (and
subsequently his son Ryan) since 1972 where we met in journalism class at Muskegon High
School. | attended St. Joseph Catholic School, and eventually Bunker Jr. High and later still,
Muskegon High School. In our senior year Allen and | were selected to become co -editors -in
-chief of the school newspaper, AThe Campus Keyhol
mained friends during all of these years!

rains have always been a passion of mine as my father worked for the C&O out of the
North Yard as a freight car inspector in the | a
located about 50 feet alongside the C&O tracks at Henry and W. Southern Ave. so we were
treated to the nightly Cannonball.
As a young lad of perhaps four or five years old, | enjoyed going with my father when-
ever he had to visit the yards. | happened to be with my dad (I was given his name) as
he Drove fAuptowno on Western Ave. in Muskegon on
We pulled up to the end of the old C&O freight house on Third St. which was located behind
the old Hume Grocery building. The freight house was a ramshackle wooden structure
painted a blue/grey color. My dad got out of the car and walked up to the steps leading in-
side when a tall fella came out of the building and began to talk with him. After several min-
utes of discussion, my father returned to the car (a blue and white 1957 Chevy) and we
drove Aidowntowno. We arrived shortly at the Uni on
my dad got out of the car and walked over to the small porch. | was in shock as | saw him
talking once again to the same tall fella he had just talked to at the freight house a few min-
utes previous. This man was wearing blue jean bib overalls just as the previous man. My
small mind began to race. How had he gotten to the depot from Third St. so fast? Did he
hop on a passing train? No! I would have seen a
my father returned to the car after his conversation with the same man, and we began to
head for home.
As adults we often forget how focused young people can be. They are like sponges and
soak in everything. But they can be prideful as well. | know | was! The last thing |
wanted my father to think of me was that | was stupid or ignorant. So | just sat there in the
Chevy (probably without a seatbelt) pondering what | had just seen, until my curiosity got

the best of me, and | blurted out, AHow did the m
get to the depot before us? Did he take a train?o
began to | augh out |l oud. AThose men were identica
Laws. o0 (pardon me if | dondét have the correct spe

mouth! How was a little dude of 4 or 5 supposed to know what an identical twin was? Who
ever heard of such a thing?

t6s been a pleasure to get to know some of you.
More to come next month.

Jim Rushcamp



MRHS Calendar

Feb.5,2019 & 7:00pm
MRHS General Meeting
Presentation -

Feb. 19, 2019 d 7:00pm
MRHS Board of Directors meeting

SAVE THE DATE
April 27 2019 o Spring Show

Other Notes

Presentation Opportunities

Please Contact Dave Stroebe if you
would like to do a presentation, or if you
have a topic that you would like Dave to
present.

616 -422 -6866

davestroebe@yahoo.com

MRHS Officers/Chairs

Officers

President: Mike Wood 231 -670-0751
Vice President: Ryan Anderson
Secretary: Rodney Schultz
Treasurer: Allen Anderson 231 -755-6791
Directors:

Dan Sedlock 231 -286 -8045
Leo Deuster 231-740-5240
Joe Batchelder 231 -755 -3862

Committee Chairs

Editorial: Open
N-Scale: Andy Busard 616 - 755 -6298
HO-Scale: Mike Wood 23171 670-0751
O-Scale: Leo Deuster 231 -740 -5240
Building: Jim Funnell 231-744-1979
Train Shows: Mike Wood 231 -670-0751
Presentations: David Stroebe 616 -422 -6866
Publicity: Open
Librarian: Jim Funnell 231-744-1979
Archivist: Andy Busard 231 -755 -6298

As a 501(c)3 non profit organization we
are continually looking for new ways of
raising working capital for our preserva-
tion and education projects. If any of
you have a tried and tested idea of in-
creasing the money in our treasury we
would like to receive your comments.

You may send ane -mailto:
RLS.mrhs.np@gmail.com
OR Send a note to
Fund Raiser at MRHS

2371 Marguette Ave.
Muskegon, Ml 49442

Follow us!
https://www.facebook.com/

muskeqgonrail

The WEB Site is up and running.
There are no trains running, yet.

www.mrhs  -online.org

THE MRHS MAINLINE

Published by the
Muskegon Railroad Historical Society
2371 Marquette Ave
Muskegon MI 49442 -1408
Come and visit
Tuesdays 0 7-9PM
Saturdays & 10AM i 2PM



https://www.facebook.com/muskegonrail
https://www.facebook.com/muskegonrail

Model Train and R C Hobby Show
Cardinal Elementary Gym
Saturday, April 27, 2019

NEW SHOW LOCATION!!

Cardinal Elementary School
Across from our NEW Facility.

Directions
US 31, Exit East on M46/Apple Ave
North on Sheridan
Show Location & North West corner
of Marquette and Sheridan
Open Hours
10 AM thru 3 PM
Admission Fee

Adults $5.00

Children under 13 Free

Presented by

Muskegon Railroad Historical Society

Cardinal
Elementary School
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